ABOUT CANDIDATES,

YOU CANNOT TELL WHAT NOM|
NATING CONVENTIONS WILL DO

Park Horses Have Often Won the Presd
dentinl Prive—Men of Grest Wealth
Foured ~This la a Nominating VYenr
and Hero Are Pertinent Facts.

[Npecinl Correspondonve. |

New YoRrk, Jan. 7.—It may bo as well
snid of presidentinl conventions as it has
boen said of juries that no one can pro-
dict acenrately what they will do. With
the exception of the great soldiers who
have been nominated and whose selec
tlon was indicated unerringly before the
conventions which nominated them met
and with the exception also of two
oases where the renomination of a presi.
dent has boen inevitable, it may be said
that ever since the national caucus sys-
tom was adopted, some sixty years ngo,
the action of the conventions of all the
parties has been in the nature of a sur
prise. It is the unexpected which ap-
peurs to be most likely to happen with
national conventions, Nobody, for in
stance, expected that James K. Polk
would be nominated in 1844, He was
almost unknown. Martin Van Buren
was regarded as the certain eandidate,
sud he did have in fact a majority in
the convention, but curiously enough, n
rule which he had himself devised to
secture his nomination in 1886, which
provided that a two-thirds vote must be
secured before any candidate should be
declared nominated, prevented his re
ceiving the honor in 1844,

In 1848 it was thonght for a time that
General Seott or possibly Daniel Web-
ster would be chosen by the party they
represonted, but a single remark by
Zachary Taylor, uttered in the heat of
battle in Mexico, us well as certain
machinations of the politicians, brought
him of s sudden to the front and he cap-
tured the prize, leaving such great men
of his party us Scott and Clay and Dan.
fel Webster behind in the race for the
homnor.

Perhaps the most striking case of sur-
prige occurred in 1852, The convention
of the Democratic party seemed then un-
able to agree upon anybody. The
strength of all the leading men in the
Democratic party was tested. The lit-
tle giant of the west, Btephen A. Doug-
las, then barely forty years of age, was
unable to secure the vote of the conven-
tion. although he was immensely popu
lar with his party, and in despair the
managers turned to the little delegation
from the state of New Hampshire and
said to them, “Name your man and we
will take him,” and thus it happened
that a person so obscnre that most of
his party had never heard of him, Frank-
lin Pierce, became president of the
United States.

In 1876 the resnlt of the Republican
convention wis a surprise to thecountry.
Blaine had run a noble race: Morton,
Conkling and Bristow were splendid
competitors, and yet the man who took
the prize waa 80 inconspicuous at the
beginning of the balloting that his name
attracted but little attention. The nomi-
nation of General Garfield in 1880 and
that of Benjamin Harrison in 1888 were
signal illustrations of the tendency of
conventions to do those things which are
surprising.

Thurlow Weed used to say that in the
race for the presidency the dark horse
bas the best chance, and he always felt
that Willium H. Sewurd would have re-
ceived the nomination for presudent in
1860 had he been as obscure as Abrabam
Lincoln was

National conventions have always
been afraid of men of great wealth.
Washington was the richest president,
a8 he wus the Hirst. The two Adamses
and Madison had a very small property
Jefferson was dependent upon hissalary,
left the White Honse in debt and was
obliged to borrow money and sell some
of his books to support himsell in s
old uge. Martin Van Buren was worth
about 060,000 when elected, and he ne-
cumulated property after he left the
presidency.  William Henry Harrison
was s0 poor that he was dependent upon
his trifling earnings as clerk of a little
court m O for his support while the
presidentinl canviss was progressing.

Henry Clay, might have earned o large
fortune by practice at the bar, but he
was an improvident mman.  He had con-
tinually to borrow money on notes, nnd
he was i sowme pecuniary embarruss
ment, it 18 said, when he became the
candidute in 1841,  Giencral Pierce had
a small property. Buchsnan an income
of some $4,000 and General Scott was
absolutely dependent upon his salary ns
a general m the United States army
when he wus nominated.

Lincoln was very poor. In the win-
ter of 1860, some three months before he
was nominated, he was in New York
eity. and he there met o friend whom
he had known m lllinois

Satd Lancoln to this friend, “Well
how are vou getting on m worldly
goods sinee vou left Hlinois?

‘Ol | suppose 'm worth §100,000.
was his friend's reply

‘Weall  that ought to be enough to
keep you handsomely the prest of your
life,” said: Lincoln, 1 haven't doue so
well | bhave §,000 in money and iy
honse in Springticld, which s worth
o fbout §6.000.° Then bhe added with a

merry twinkle in his eye: “Some of wmy
friends say they are going to nominate
me for vice president with Seward for

president.  Well, if they do and I'm

elected, | onght to save $10,000, and thaut
with what I've got will be enough for
me, | reckon.” Lincoln was then fifty
one years of age, and he seemed to look
forward with content to the possession
of nbout $20.000 us enough for him in
his old nge. His aggregate salary in the
four years that he served was 100,000,
and he was able to save about $40.000 of
that and counted on saving as much
more during his second term, so that he
« thought he would be worth about §100,.
000 when he left the presidency, & sum
which he regarded as u very great for
tune.
Grant bad nothing but his salary
when he was nominated,"and only eight
yeara before his nomination he hud beer |
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hying on §1,000 0 yeur, and two yoars |
before that hnd been pedilling cord wood
in the streets of 8t 'Louia  Mr. Hayos
waa comparatively well off when ho was
pominated, his fortune being estimnted
At ambout 100000, and he was the
wenlthiest man, with two oxceptions,
nominnted by either party in more than
gixty veurs, unid probably the wealthiest
president elected since Genernl Wash.
ington

General Gartleld was a poor mun when
nomivated.  He owned a house in Wash
ington, but it was mortgaged, and he
had some slight investinents,  After his
death his property was so well handlod
that it wassatl to yield his widow some
thing like $0,000.  General Arthur and
Urover Clevelnnd were each worth abont
$H0.000 when they entered the White
Honse. Each of them had mude forty.
pate real estate investments, which in
the course of a fow yours incronses their
wenlth,  Arthur's fortune at the time
of his death was estimated to e
£150,000, due almost entirely to appiect
ation of real estate which he owned i
New York city.  Clevelund is estimnatod
now to be worth about 00,000, while
his wife's fortune is considerably more
than that sum.  Presidont Harrison hl
a very small property when he was now
inated, and those who knew his eircion
stances at that time declared that all s
possessions would not amount to $40,000

Only twice, perhaps three times
in the past sixty years have men whe |
were rich in the modern meaning of
thut word been nominated for the presi
dency. Mr. Tilden at the time of his
nomination was ealled a milliongire,
but the greater part of his wealth did nt
come to him until a year aftor the presi
dentinl election of 1876 Through cer-
tain investiments in railway stocks, and
especially by the enormons appreciation
in the value of the stock of the elovated
railway in New York, Mr Tilden vastly
increased his estate, and when he died
his executors catimated his wealth ut
about §£5,000,000.  Another wealthy man
nominated for the presidency was Hora-
tio Seymour.  He had large possessions
in lunds and stocks, but he was so char-

ftable in the nse of his property, so wise |

in the administration of it, that s
woenlth was not considered a detriment

Moreover, the leading candidate for
the nomination nganinst him, George H,
Pendleton. was also a wealthy man. He
wis not so rich as Governor Seymonr,
but he was one of the few prominent
Democrats whose wealth made him con-
spicuous ns well as his abilities, In 1848
the candidate of the Democratic party,
Lewis Cass, was a man of wealth. He
wis, however, so conspicuous us n stiutoes-
man and leader in his party that but
little attention was paid to the fact that
he had acenmulnted great possessions,
mainly by the rise in value of property
in Detroit, which he had years belore
bought for a very sinall sum

Many of those who were candidates
or were prominently mentioned in con-
nection with the presidency and two or
three who served as president died in
poverty. BStephen A. Douglas after his
brilliant career was practically penni.
less when he died, although had he lived
n few years some land which he owned
in the then suburbs of Chicago would
have brought him a fair sum. James
Monroe died in almost absolute poverty
in New York city. John Tyler wus a
poor man after he left the presidency.
Daniel Webster did not have much prop-
erty, except his estate at Marshtield, and |
Henry Clay's place, ealled Ashland, was
about all he left to his heirs, Jefferson’s
struggles with poverty furnish the sad-
dest episode in his career, and John C.
Breckinridge struggled hard in his prac-
tice at the bar to support his family.

A change i the disposition of conven-
tions respecting the age of candidates
has been noticed. Formerly the ten-
dency was to select men who were well
on in years. Jackson and Bnchanan
and Willimin Henry Harrison were old
men when they were elected to the pres.
idency. The average age up to 1850 of
eandidates und presidents when elected
wis nbout sixty-two years. With the
war era, however, the tendency to choose
younger men began to be very marked.

Stephen A, Douglus was only forty-
seven when he was nominated, Fre
mont was nominated when only forty- |
three, but he was the first candidate of
a new party  John C. Breckinridge was
barely forty years of uge when he was
nomingted in 1560, and he hadsscarcely
passed the constitutional limit when he
wis nominated anid  elected vice presi
dent in 1838, Gray hairs have not been
the rule with candidates whether de
feated or elected since 1560 MeClellun,
who was the youngest candidate ever
nominated to the presidency and who
wiis of most youthful appearance, wis
ussoviated with another young man,
George H. Pendleton, who was only
forty-two venrs of age while MeClellan
was thirty-nine. Grant was only forty-
81X when he was first elected, Garfield
wias forty-eight and Cleveland  forty
seven

In the earlier days it wonld have been
estectined o rash thing to think of choos
i o president who had not passed (Hty
vears, althongh Henry Clay was only
forty-six when he was Hrest a candidate,
and  Alexiander Hamilton might have
beon o candidate had he permittiad i
soon after he passed s thirty-ith
veur, for although Hamilton wuas of
foreign birth yet the constitution pro
vided that persons who were of forvign
birth at the time of the adoption of the
constituntion might be eligible for the
presideney. and it has always been
thought that this clause was put in for
the possible benetit of Hamilton.  Blaine
was only forty-four when he made his
exciting race for the presidentinl nomi-
nation the fivst time and but forty-eight
when he and Grant tested strength for
many days before the Chicago conven- |
tiom of 1880

It will be seen, then, from these fow
dlustrations that the tendency of con
ventions is to mike an ll|w.t|wrl--r1 non
Wlion and  also that men of  groal
woenlih, or even ol far fortnnes, are nol
iely W be pat i nomination, amwd
moreover thst i thns day of activity |
vonventions ure lgen to look for men
who have seareely vitered their prime
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OLD NAVAL HEROES.

ADMIRAL WORDEN, THE MAN WHO
COMMANDED THE MONITOR.

Walter Wellman Tells How This Hrave
Mun Is Passing His Declining Years.
Admirals Selfridge and Jonkine—The
Army and !Invy"luh.

[Mpwsinl Coreesponilence., |
Wasmxarox, Jan. 7, < In the spacions
purlors of the new Army nnd Navy elab-
house, which has just been opened in
the arstoerntic section of the city, o
navy friend of mine called attention to
a dozon old fellows who were playing
whist near by, and asked if 1 knoew win
they were. | did not know, and he
procecded to enlighten me.  “Old il
mirnls on the retired list," satd he; ol
heroes, too, n good many of them, Do
you see the old man who appears to be
rather «1iff in his joints—the one with
the long white whiskers and s black.
ened forehond? That i Admiral Wor.
den, the hero of the Monitor.

“Jdust at this time, when all the yonng
men of the navy are enger  for war with
Chill, becanse of the opportunities they
will get for winning distinetion and pro
wotion, the old admiral is an unusnally
interesting tigure.  There is a link be-
tween the past and the present.  There
is the man who commanded the world's
first ironclad turreted vessel in its first
engngement, That wenk, shaky old gen-
tleman was  commmnnder of Eriesson's
Monitor when she steamed into Hampton
Roads wnd attacked the terrible Merri-
mae, which had been destroying every-
thing before her. Yon remember the
story—how the Monitor exeited the de-
rision of the enemy. how they dubled
her the Yankee choesebox, how the lit
tle eraft bore the nwiul cannonading  of
her ndversary without apparent injury,
how the brave men on the Confederate
rom suddenly awoke to u realization of
the fact thut at last they had a foe
worthy their prowess, and how the
Mervimae was  finally  compelled  to
run away to  Norfolk:  ypu  doubt-
less  remember, also, how the ecom-
mander of the Monitor was injured
by the conoussion of ushot which struck
the torret with terrifie foree near whoere
he was peering throngh the sight hole,
the tving particles of iron blinding  his
eves and blackening his forehead; how
lie was found by Lieutenant Wise after
the engagement Iving on his back, tem
porarily blind, and how his first ques
tion wis, ‘Have | suved the Minnesota?®
Yes, and whipped the Merrimak,” was
the reply. ‘Then | don't eare what be
comes of me, said Worden, Yon re
member kow the fute of the republic
appenred to hang in the balance during
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. prototype thirty years ago and who has

this engagenent: how the intrepid eap- |

tain of the Monitor was made a popular
hero, and how the Yankee cheesebox
instituted a revolution in naval con-
struction and naval warfare,”

“Yes,” said 1, 'l remember it all
Who could forget this naval epic?

“Well,” continued my friend, I want
totell you a little story about this man
who sits before us quietly playing whist,
with his fuce still bearing the marks of
that memorable conflict—a story of a
hero that is tender and pathetic. Worden
served gallantly thronghout the war,
was maude an admiral, and five years
ago was retired on the highest pay of
his grade, as if still on sea daty, by a
specinl act of congress, He had been
fifty-five years in the service, and was
entitled to this distinetion and reward if
ever any man was. But what do you
suppose this old hero is doing now?
What is his aim in life? *Ah, lieuten-
aut,” #aid he to me the other day, 'go to
Chili if you get a chance, and distin-
guish yourself in the service of your
country if opportunity offers, As for
me’ —and here the veteran's eye kindled
with thought of conflict, and he gave n
sigh us if realizing that his fighting days
weore over—*Lumn simply a reminiscence,
I s living simply to live. My only
aim in life is to cultivate longevity. As

| long as | live my pay as a retired officer

keeps my good wife from want, and we
are able to do n little something for
others, My health i8 not good, but 1
hope to live as long as my wife does for
her sake.  When she goes | hope to go
[t is nuy desire to outlive her
She s stronger than 1 am,
but that | may if possible remain
ns loug as she remains, you onght
to see how | take care of myself. My
sole oceupation, ! say, is the cultivation
of longevity. | study hygiene, dietetics,
every ww or rule of health. For two
years | have not been to o dinner, | do
not go out wights, My entire time and
energies are devoted to tuking care of
myself—not for myself, understand, but
tor the #4500 a year which the govern-
ment illows me doring my lifetime. My
good wife needs this us long as she lives,
and that is what | am living for.

“This was the old hero's story,” con-

but a day.

tinued  the lieatenaut, nd a swoet,
protiy story it s too Do yvon not  think
BO¥

“Yaos: but who are the other old men
ut the whist taliles?

“1do not kno them all.
partners at the ticst table are
Selfiidze and  Jenkins,
older than Glivdstone, having entered
the service i 1508 His first VOYIZe s
a mddy was made in the old sloo)-of
wir Natchez, which capiared  half o
dozen pirate schooners in the West  lu-
dies. He uned his present whist partner
wero inldsbipmen ehums together on (e

The two
Athimirals

Selfridge s

Nuatchez sixty-five years ago. Thit
is poing back a good ways i the
history of the vavy, =n't it? While

# youang man Admiral Jenking com
manided mart of a boat squadron which
erisied For povates an the shallow witers

off 14 ehof b He o wos known s
Frgh g s e s day and woe
in! Pie oate Congress at the eaptur
of 1 Ayrvonn sinudron in 1851
e il some hard knoclkes da
e ean war amd commmunded
ship Worriunt e the relwdlion
Tis hoave sien between e
| E RN dViee 1 the navy -,
yui: irddge and 80 vogrs [
Jenl

It.'1

aer retired rowr sdmirals i
fetubers of this elub, sad wmay o

P — —

| of Ericsson.”

9,
fonnd here aliwost any day playing

whist or talking ovar the old times
Worden s, porhaps, the most con-
splenons figure of the Iate war re-
maining in Washington today. Over
there in the corner is Admiral Hughes,
a blaflf and hearty old fellow, full of
reminiscences and fun, who first sailed
in the grand old Constitution, fifty-throe
years ngo.  He sailed all over the world
in the Constitution, which was at that
time the pride of the navy, and billot
aboard hor was us eagerly songht by
officers na is nssignment to the crack
cruisers of the white squadron in these
duys.  Admiral Hughes still retains an
alfection for the Constitution, and every
summer ho journews to Portsmonth,
H., where the old ship lies in the navy
yard, that he may again walk the decks
which he proudly trod a half century wgo
“There are, nll told, on the retired list
of the navy,” continued the Hontenant,
“about 500 men,  Perhaps onethind of
these Tive in Washington, and s majority
of them drop in here nearly every day
It seems to be impossible for many of
these old sults to tear themsolves away
from the capital, where there is gay so
cloty and congeninl ¢lub life, OF thirty
goven roar ndimirals on the retived lis
fully thirty live in or near Washington
It is interesting to note how long some
of these olil sea dogs have boen in the
service. Selfridge, ns | told you, starte!
as mmididy on New Year's day, 1818 Ad
miral Tuylor and Admiral Lee entere |
the service in 1825, Admiral Smith
IR0 and Admiral Groen in 1827,
“Another peculine thing,” coneluded
the Heatenant, “is that this old hero of
the Monitor who sits before us has lived
long enough to see the naval constrie
tion of the world swing back to the very
type whose utility he so nobly demon
etrated in Hampton Roads,  The Moni
tor of his day was an experiment, but its
success wis w0 groat that for a time the
world was crazy after vessels built after
that model,  Subsegnently nuval con
structors have tried everything else that
ingenuity conld devise, wasting untold
millions of public money in their exper
ments.  Today the best battle ships of
the world are built in greater or loss
moddiication of the Yankee cheese
box.  The low freebourd, the ramlike
bow and the beavily armored tur
ret are features of mnearly all the
great battle ships of modern construe-
tion.  In our own new navy the Mian.
tonomoh, the Monadnock, the Amphi-
trite and the other donble turreted
monitors arg the very highest class of
coast defense battle ships of which we
cun boast, snd no nation can boast bet-
ter.  Anid here sits the man with the
powder burned face who ushered in the
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lived tosee naval construction revolu-
tionized twice over—go from the extreme
of wooden mon-of-war to vast flonting
furtresses of iron and steel, and then
swing back again to the immortal idea
Warter WELLMAN,

LIVING A RETIRED LIFE.

Something About Hon. A. . Cornell,
Oneo Governor of New York,
[Specinl Correspondence. |

New Yomuk, Jan. 7.—No living man
who has figured prominently in the poli-
tics of the state of New*York is seen or
heard of less these days than ex-Govern:
or A. B. Cornell.  O1d friends that used
to know Yim intimately and be conver-
sant with his opinions and interests are
forced to confess that they have no
knowledge of either now. They hud
heard that he had gone to pieces finnn
cially and that he was doing nollnng.'
they had heard, too, that his health was
poor and that he was unfitted to meet
the exertions of active business, Whether
or nut he lived in Noew York they would
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tory price.

not tell.

But the truth is Mr. Cornell is not an'
invalid, nor is he without occupation
Now that ho has withdrawn from pub- |
lic lifo and has no idea of ever entering |
it again under any circumstances, he |
cultivates the seclusion of private life
He has so often been the victim of mis
representation by reporters that he does
not care to see them, much less talk
with them. He resolately refuses to ad- ‘
dress political meetings or to take any |
conspicuons part in the public demon- |
strations of the purty that honored him
so conspicnonsly,  Still he takes an in-
terest in politics. During the recent
campaign in New York he might be
seen ocensionally at the Republican head- |
quarters in the Fifth Avenue hotel.

The glimpses of the man that were ob- |
tnined on these occeasions indieated |
clearly that he is in the best of health

and that he has aged but little since he -

was governor of the Empire State.  His

hair has, however, blanched a little since

then: he is perhaps a little stouter, but

he keeps his face as siosthly shaven as

ever; he has the same guniet and self

relinnt manner: he speals with the same |
dehberation: he hus the sume inscratalle

fentures that give no indication of his

thoughts or foelings.

Mr, Cornell has not been s resident of
New York city fur some time, nor hns
he had au office borve bearing  his oo
His home 1= m Youkers with one of his
sons, who s a lnwyer on Browdway It
I8 in this office, too, that he transacts
maoest of s business and  receives those
thut have oceasion 1o meet him in town
ELis howrs g short—from 11 until 2. 1t
18 not easy to Hid huon for another rea-
sOt—the varions interests that ocenpy
his attention frequently call him away
from town. and his absences are more
or less prolonged according to elream-
sltiniices,

As to the uuture of these interests and
where they are located Mr. Cornell him
self refees absaolutely to speak, Bnat it
I8 understood that they comprise real

estate, rairouds  and  manufacturing :
Althons!y he s not believed to be as
wenll e was onee or possess  the
power ool eireles that he wielded
arow y, e s not by any means
BPOor i FRANKLIN SMITH
The favoas =alt loke of Anlin Paakm,
near tho o Ladu, ccenples the érater of an

fmmense tnly cone, whose ejecta covers
sev il sgoare wiles, and are especially

rew tablo for containing namerous |
g cations of erystalline graons of
Pure vliviis |
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RKS
COMPLETE

In 8ix Mandsome I2mo. Volumes.

FINE CLOTH BINDING.

COLORED INK STAMPING FROM ORIGINAL
DESIGNS. LARGE TYPE.

\
Pope it
A REALLY FINE EDITION WITHIN THE REACH OF ALL.

Danier DenoNDa
£ (4 Minneestaroi.
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Sornvs vnom CLERICAL  Lire,

Avast ek

Mith on i Fross, AND SiLAS MARe
NEK

Friax Horr, anp Leaenn or Junat,
|

George Eliot ls preeminently the woman writer of the age. Gifted with a mind
almost masculine in its vigor and power, yet rotaining the womanliness which, added to
her literary strength, has made her works worthy the highest place accorded to her sex
in the world of letters,

“Middlemarch,” *The Mill on the Floss,” “ Felix Holt,” * Daniel Deronda,*
“ Romola,” and * Clerical Life " are household words among the educated of the land,
and steadily and surely are becoming better and better known even in the cottage of the
laborer, These works are now placed before the public In most attractive form and ous
special offer places them within the reach of all.

This set and The Courier 1 year $3.25

HAVE

ONLY A FEW
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RED CROSS BASE BURNERS
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AMERICAN ROUND OAK,

which we are closing out

— AT COST !

prior to removal,

There are no better stoves made. Call and see

-prices will tell,
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,_) Nebraska's Leading Hotel.
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